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Denise Hill, Candace Parker, Megan 
Martin, Meredith Daniels, Christina 
Sahly, Molly Glanz, and Tara Hester. 

Mr. Speaker, all of Illinois, and espe-
cially the city of Naperville, are proud 
of the girls’ accomplishments, none of 
which is more impressive than posting 
an unblemished 35–0 record. This was 
the first perfect season for a Class AA 
women’s championship team since 1998. 

As many people in Illinois and across 
the Nation know, not so long ago the 
women Redhawks would not have had 
the chance to even lace up their sneak-
ers. Thanks to the passage of title IX 
in 1972, young women and girls 
throughout America have come to ben-
efit from the opportunities enjoyed for 
so long by young men and boys in 
America. It has enabled young women 
to participate in school sports, to learn 
the value of teamwork and competi-
tion, and to gain the self-confidence 
and skills that are so valuable in busi-
ness and in other future careers. 

Congratulations, Redhawks; and let 
me say, look out Redhawks opponents 
in 2004. Coach Nussbaum returns four 
starters, including the top junior play-
er in the Nation, Candace Parker. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until 2 
p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 1 o’clock and 6 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess 
until 2 p.m.

f 

b 1400 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mrs. BIGGERT) at 2 p.m. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P. 
Coughlin, offered the following prayer: 

‘‘Lord, my refuge, my stronghold, my 
God in whom I trust.’’

When the winds of distress swirl 
around us, Lord, or unsettling times 
demand determination, Members of 
Congress, as any of us in America, 
want to take refuge. We may seek ref-
uge in consultation as we look for sup-
port from others. Or we may be tempt-
ed to blame others for our troubles. 
Rather than take refuge in excuses or 
in the shadow of others, we need to 
stand resolutely ourselves, claim You, 
O Lord, as our sure refuge, and act re-
sponding to Your guidance. 

When as a Nation or as individuals 
our security is shaken or our vulner-
ability revealed, we may, like Adam, 
want to hide. We may be tempted to 
think the firing power of weapons is 
our greatest strength, or the power of 
money will protect us. But in all the 
battles that are fought, You alone, O 
God, are a lasting stronghold. 

So it is: in God we trust now and for-
ever. Amen. 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House her approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from Ohio (Mr. TURNER) 
come forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. TURNER of Ohio led the Pledge 
of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

f 

ALTERNATIVE TO WAR 

(Ms. WOOLSEY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Madam Speaker, last 
week a Defense Department spokesman 
announced that the United States is 
preparing to use landmines in Iraq. 
What an insult to the 146 countries 
brave enough to sign the Landmine 
Treaty which forbids the use of land-
mines. Embarrassingly, the United 
States is not a signatory. 

Landmines do not know the dif-
ference between a soldier and a child. 

Instead of killing children, we need 
to educate them. Instead of seeding 
Iraq with explosives, we should plant 
seeds of peace and well-being world-
wide. Instead of using landmines in 
Iraq, we should be cleaning up land-
mines in Afghanistan. 

Madam Speaker, the use of land-
mines is a step in the wrong direction. 
There are alternatives to war. Our 
problem is we have not prepared for 
them. 

f 

HONORING PRISON FELLOWSHIP 

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PITTS. Madam Speaker, in the 
1990s we realized that tough sentencing 
for criminals reduced crime rates. But 
this year alone, roughly 600,000 of those 
prisoners will be released; and statis-
tics show that over 60 percent of these 
parolees will return to prison within 2 
years. 

To combat this trend, Prison Fellow-
ship, a faith-based group, was formed 
and began to offer job-skills training, 
drug treatment, and the opportunity to 
cultivate character and faith. The re-
sults have been dramatic. Just 8 per-
cent of their participants have re-
turned to prison within 2 years. It sim-
ply produces productive rehabilitated 
members of society. 

But the forces of the left seek to 
undo the progress by suing Prison Fel-

lowship. Americans United for the Sep-
aration of Church and State have sued 
them because of this. The left needs to 
learn that faith-based programs work 
many times better than government 
programs. They are seeking to build a 
more healthy society. 

f 

UNANIMOUS SUPPORT FOR U.S. 
TROOPS IN THE MIDDLE EAST 

(Mr. ISRAEL asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. ISRAEL. Madam Speaker, over 
the weekend I joined with hundreds of 
Marines in my congressional district as 
they prepared to deploy to the Middle 
East. Many of their families asked me 
whether the American people will sup-
port them. They asked whether the 
polls that they read about reflect a 
lack of support for those who may be 
asked to fight for our freedoms in the 
Middle East. 

Madam Speaker, I support the use of 
force, but I understand that there is a 
diversity of opinion on this issue. In 
America we have the right to agree, 
the right to disagree, the right to re-
main silent; but let no one believe for 
a moment that there is any division 
with respect to supporting our troops. 
Republicans and Democrats will go and 
fight for our freedoms abroad and Re-
publicans and Democrats will stand by 
them at home. We cannot forget our 
support of those brave men and women, 
and I know that this Congress will not 
forget that for a moment. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair 
will postpone further proceedings 
today on motions to suspend the rules 
on which a recorded vote or the yeas 
and nays are ordered or on which the 
vote is objected to under clause 6 of 
rule XX. 

Record votes on postponed questions 
will be taken after 6:30 p.m. today. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE BICENTENNIAL 
OF THE ADMISSION OF OHIO 
INTO THE UNION AND THE CON-
TRIBUTIONS OF OHIO RESIDENTS 
TO THE ECONOMIC, SOCIAL AND 
CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT OF 
THE UNITED STATES 

Mr. TURNER of Ohio. Madam Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and 
agree to the resolution (H. Res. 122) 
recognizing the bicentennial of the ad-
mission of Ohio into the Union and the 
contributions of Ohio residents to the 
economic, social, and cultural develop-
ment of the United States. 

The Clerk read as follows:
H. RES. 122

Whereas Ohio residents will celebrate 2003 
as the 200th anniversary of Ohio’s admission 
into the Union; 
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